[Severe diffuse facial cellulitis].
Twenty cases of severe cervicofacial infections among 184 cases of cellulites treated in 1991 and 1992 at the Lille University Hospital were investigated. Outcome was compared with results reported in the literature. Outcomes were similar and emphasized the critical nature of this type of infection which caused 7 deaths in our series and severe anatomic and functional sequelae. All patients (n = 20) were given anti-inflammatory drugs prior to surgery. The correlation between disease severity and use of anti-inflammatory drugs would appear to be an established fact. Criteria predicting severity were identified in order to obtain a score for high or low risk and to better adapt the medical and surgical management strategy.